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T- HE following pages were beſtily thrown 
together, in the leiſure hours of four or 
= 5 ve days. The firſ# man uſcript was ſent to the 

4 preſs. They may therefore be de eficient in ar- 


rangement, may ſometimes fall into repetition, 


and may have other imperfe&ions which a re- 
von might have corrected. Such as they are, 
however, Wok are the und; en zſed Heling and 


er. * 


An American, 
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| Ur is perhaps true that political reforma- 
tion has never been effected in any great degree by 
Bocks and reaſoning.— Springs of a different kind 
move this great machine The ſeeret artifices of 
intrigue, and the boiſterous clamour of Faction; 
the poor thirſting for wealth and the weak for 
power, aſſiſted by ambition; prejudice, private 
revenge, perſonal animoſities, and a natural prone- 
neſs to diſcontent and change; have the chief 
agency in thoſe aftoniſhing revolutions in the po- 
litical world, which have been ſeen in all coun- 
tries and in all ages -In vain the ſtateſman holds 
firmly the helm of government; and directs her 
through ſtorms and tempeſts with wiſdom and 
fidelity ; in vain the politician writes and de- 
claims on the courſe ſhe ought to purſue, while 
the intereſts and paſſions of the people are ex- 
cited againſt their labours, and drive her towards 
deſtruction. While mutiny and diviſion rage a- 
mong the crew; every meaſure of ſafety will be 
defeated, every exertion fail. In 3 
Ee 6 "0 | like 


like theſe, deplorable indeed! there can be no 


proſpect of remedy but by attacking the root of 


the diſeaſe, no hope of preſervation but in corre&- 
ing the ſource of danger. If the people are miſled 
and deceived by the intereſted and criminal 
views of baſe and artful leaders, if they are blown 


up to rage and oppoſition, not by the viciouſneſs 


of their own diſpoſitions, but by the villany of 
others; if they are. hurried towards ruin, not b 


their own madneſs and folly, but by the deſigns | 


and exertions of thoſe who wiſh to ſee us de- 


ſtroyed ; it is neceſſary to ſhew them at once the 
abandoned wickedneſs of their deceivers, and the 
danger of their conduct; to retrieve them from 


the delirium that has diſtracted their ſenſes, and 


recal them to a proper knowledge of their true 


intereſts, and a juſt duty to their injured country. 
Wich this view the following pages have been 


written. The author has no intention to go into 
the long liſt of grievances, aggreſſions, inſults 
and loſſes, which this eountry has indured for 


years paſt; to enquire how far our political re- 


lations with one country may have juſtified theſe 


things from another; nor to inveſtigate abſtruſe 


points in the laws of nations, or diſcuſs the ad- 


vantages or diſadvantages of particular articles of 
particular treaties. —WE HAVE ONE BEYOND ALL 


THESE-THINGS ; they are no longer of conſequence. 


When our exiſtence and independence as a nation - 
are in jeopardy, it is no time to dwell on particular 
. grievances ; when we ſtand perhaps on the brink 
of our political grave, it is uſeleſs to talk about 
treaties. One great queſtion ſhould now eccupy 
ES 5 255 = every 
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every American mind, and abſorb the attention 


of eyery American citizen WHAT Is OUR 'S$ITU, 
ATION, AND WHAT ARE OUR PROSPECTS ? It is 
my object to take a general view of this queſtion ; 
to preſent our real ſituation without a minute de- 
tail of the various cauſes and circumſtances that 
have brought us to it; and to look toward the 
proſpects that lie before us without an unguarded 
confidence or unmanly timidity. Og 

To Americans, and thoſe who value American 


happineſs, thefe pages are addreſſed, by an Ame 


rican who has never breathed any air but that of 


his native country, who has known no habits, no 


intereſts but hers, To thoſe among us who are 
ſtirring up ſedition and ſtrife, who pant after con- 
fuſion, tumult and national ruin, I fay nothin 

but © REPENT.“ I mean not to argue with fuch 
men, to excite their honour, ' or implore their 
_ compaſſion. It is vain to diſpute with thoſe who. 
know they are wrong, and mean to be fo; it is 
abſurd to thunder truth into the ears of thoſe who 
feel its conviction and are reſolved to diſregard it. 


They cannot be convinced, who are convinced 


already, and it is well known that they will not be 
aſhamed. ? | gs 10 
If © infatuation be the forerunner of deſtruc- 
tion,” a "melancholy ſcene lies before us. We 
have long been the helpleſs victims of licentious 
robbery, and boundleſs infolence—We have long 


been almoſt contemptible in the eyes of all the 


world, and felt debaſed at home, yet à blind, 
unprecedented infatuation has impelled us to 


kiſs the hand ſtretched out for our deſtruction, | 


and 
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Fl. by which ſhe would 
PF. nation on * and accumulate the treaſures of 
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Fs ang humble ourſelyes before. the arrogance that 
treads us in the duſt. 


The peace and ſafety of this country are aſſailed 


by two enemies \mutually encouraging and 'en- 


flaming each other, The FRN CH, who are 


Invited to their hoſtility by an aſſurance that our 
_ Government is divided from the people, purſu- 


ing different wiſhes and different intereſts ; and 
an INTERNAL FACTION, Who finding themſelves 


ſupported by the aggreſſion and countenance of 
the French, aim at nothing ſhort of univerſal 
- uproar and plunder—Theſe then are our foes— 
Let us underſtand them to be ſo, and no longer 
|. contend in the dark; no longer feel ourſelves 


waſting away, and ſee our property and rights 


N e. from our hands, without knowing againſt 
whom we ſhould repel the outr 2 to what 


point to direct our defence. Theſe, AukRIcAxs, 


are the artful inſidious foes that would really divide 
you from your beſt intereſts, that you may the 


more eaſily become their prey ; that excite vile 


and groundleſs jealouſies againſt your Govern- 
ment, that being no longer Tupported by you, it 
can no longer give you protection; and that con- 


ſcious the ſtrength of America is invincible when 
united, ſeek its overthrow by diſunion, - Againſt 


the motives, the conduct, and the views of theſe 


enemies, I ſhall direct my obſervations, and FR 
your attention. 
France 1s our enemy, 
1. In purſuance of that 7 eneral ſyſtem of 7" | 
rip and deſolate every 


the 


{03 4 


the world in her own coffers. As long therefore | 


as we have any thing worth taking, ſo long will ſhe 
continue to take Indeed I know not on what pol- 
fible ground we can ſuppoſe ſhe will deſiſt, while 
| ſhe finds us an eaſy prey, a willing victim. 


2. She is our enemy, becauſe ſhe has been diſ- 


appointed in our condut—From the wild enthu- 
ſiaſm of ſome people here, the wilful miſrepre- 
ſentations of our miniſter in Paris, his humiliating 
and unauthoriſed conceſſions, promiſes, and de: 
ortment, and the ungenerous, abſurd idea France 
formed of the gratitude we owed her, ſhe 
was led to believe we were ready to unite in all her 
projects, to layiſh our blood and treaſure at wn 
command ; to quarrel and fight with all the wor 
for her alliance. and, in ſhort, to embrace ruin-in 
her cauſe. Bur ſhe has found here a wiſe, juſt and 
firm adminiſtration, reſpecting alike our political 
obligations to all nations, and regarding our own 


peace and happineſs as the firſt objects of their 


duty and care. While ſhe found us favouring 


and aſſiſting her as far as in ſafety: and honour we 
| could, as far as was conſiſtent with the duties of 


neutrality, and much longer than ſhe deſerved, ſhe 


was at the ſame time chagrined and enraged to find 
that, inſtead of putting all the world, and all na- 


tional honour at "defrance for her ſake and at her 
caprice, we every where cultivated good v will, har- 
mony, and juſtice. 

3. She is our enemy in purſuance of her ſcheme 
of vengeanee and annihilation againſt Great-Bri- 
tain, and in reſentment at our refuſal to unite in 
the * The commerce of Great - Britain, 
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che encouragement and vigour of her manufac- 
tures,” and the diſpofal of them ar, foreign mar- 


kets, form the baſis of her proſperity, the ſource 
of her wealth, and the ſinews of her ſtrength. It 


js notorious that a vaſt proportion of her labour 
is conſumed in the United States, and of conſe- 


. 


Y 3 a vaſt proportion of her wealth is derived 
from us; while, on the other hand, we are per- 
haps equally benefited by her ſupplies. As France 

has been unable to interrupt and deſtroy this mu- 

tual exchange of traffick and benefits, by bring- 
ing us to an open rupture with Great-Britam, ſhe 
no attempts it by a pyratical invaſion of our 
neutral rights, by robbing every veſſel that is at 
all concerned in this trade, expecting that finally 
its uncertainty and danger will deftroy our com- 
mercial connection with Great- Britain, If there 
be any doubt of this, turn to the laſt decree re- 
commenced by the Directory, adopted by the 
council of Five Hundred, and now in actual ope- 
ration againſt us. By this decree, which can be 


conſidered as little leſs than a declaration of war, 
and which any nation but our own would receive 
as ſuch, every veſſel that has entered an Engliſh 


port ſhall not be permitted to enter any port of 
the Republic—nay, every veſſel, that has on board 


the mait inconfiderable amount, not of Britiſb pro- 


ther it belong to Americans, Frenchmen, or of the 
ſubjects of any other country, is, together with the 


whole of her cargo, to be forfeited, Thus ſpeaks the 
Directory of France, that great and magnanimous 


5 | nation, 


per y, but of property of the merchandiſe on produce 
. of Great-Britain, or of any of her poſſeſſions, whe-- 


L 
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hation, who ts diſtributing the Rights-of Man 
to all the world; who ſo loudly boaſts of her hu- 
manity and juſtice, of her tenderneſs for her friends 
and terror to her enemies; who is diſpenſing Li- 
berty and Equality” to the injured and oppreſſed 
from the north pole to the ſouth If a doubt of the 
real views of this © terrible Republic” till remain, 
if the ſtubborn. mind yet refuſe conviction, and 
believe her faithful and abuſed, read and reflect 
on the inſtructions of LE Bas and Vreronx 
Hucuss, thoſe arch villains,” the ſpecial agents of 
the Executive Directory for the windward iſlands, 
to the Tribunal of Commerce; extracted from 
the archives of the Tribunal of Commerce eſta- 
bliſhed i in the iſland of Guadaloupe. This pre- 
cious extract of piracy begins in theſe. words 
« Several Americans have eſcaped our vigilance, 
and that of the Tribunal of Commerce of Gua- 
daloupe. The intention of the Government is to 

treat them with the ſeverity THAT THEIR TREA· 
TY WITH OUR ENEMIES HAS - DESERVED” — 
Heavens! can any American be longer deceived ? 
Do not the ſcales of error and prejudice in favour 
of an abandoned nation, which have. hitherto 
blinded him to the outrage of her conduct, now 
ſhower from his eyes? and does he not behold 
her in all her deformity ?— Does he not ſee her 
arms ſtretching themſelves for | univerſal do- 
minion? Does he not ſtart at her covatenance on 
fire for unbounded rapine, blood, and deſolation? 
Her eyes. dart beams of malignity and carnage, 
her cheeks glow with the ardour of rapacity, her 
| lips tremble | 10 the paroxyſm of rage, and her cor- 


rupted 


| rupted heart has become the fountain of avarice, 
perfidy, and unadulterated vice. But Victor 


ugues goes on © Thoſe whoſe captains and ſu- 
percargoes are Engliſhmen by birth, and natu- 

kralized fince the declaration of war, are to be con- 
demned conformably to the laws — And again, 


dc Although all the Americans clear out for Gua- 


BE daloupe; the better to deceive us; thoſe ſhall be 


declared to be good prize, which ſhall not be ta- 
ken in the latitude hereof.” Enough, enough, 
there is more of it; but God knows this. is enough 
to make every American either frantic with 
indignation, or ſicken with ſhame—lIf ſtorms and 


_  tempeſts drive you out of the latitude of Gua- 


dauaaloupe, you are good prize; although your pa- 
pers ſhew from whence you came; although 

_ Hugues himſelf may have ſeen you fail from his 

_ wharf but a few hours before. If examples for 
ſuch decrees and inſtructions are to be found, they 
muſt be ſought for in the annals of Piracy or the 
. hiſtory of the Buccaneers—With the views I 
have already ftated of accumulating plunder and 
deſtroying the Britiſh commerce, theſe magna - 


nimous allies eſtabliſhed criteria of neutfality ne- 


ver before heard of they make terms of ſafety 
for us, unprecedented in the laws and uſages of 


any civilized nation, and compliance brings no 


more ſafety than before. New terms are impoſed 
as faſt as the laſt are conceded, and their inge- 
nuity is tortured to keep pace with our pa- 
tience and timidity ; at length when their inge- 


. "avity ſhall be exhauſted; and our forbeatance 


ſhall remain; when they find we are fo ſtupid 


1 

that we do not, or ſo mean that we dare not, un- 
derſtand their meaning, they will require, on 
board of each veſſel, Boe unheard of monſter, 
4 man perhaps with one, two, or a dozen heads, 
as the paſſport of ſecurity and the purchaſe of 
peace. What ſhall we ſay to ſuch conduct? 
An open and avowed Pirate, in a ſtate of declar- 
ed hoſtility with all the world, prow ling over the 
ſeas for plunder, and ſeeking it through danger 
and in the very jaws of death, is a magnanimous 
hero, in compariſon with the treacherous and 
rapacious ſyſtem of plunder adopted by France 
againſt the defenceleſs merchantmen of -a neutral 
ally—When hour by hour we are yielding point 


by point; relinquiſhing one fight to-day, and 


Preparing to ſacrifice another to-morrow, theſe 


generous friends tread rapidly on our ſteps, and. | 
every new conceſſion but opens a new demand. 


Rapacity grows more inſolent by. uninterrupted 


ſucceſs, and timid ſubmiſſion invites depreda- i 


tion Where will this end? What offering will 


gorge tlie appetite of plunder, or appeaſe the rage 
of unrefiſted hoſtility? No civilized nation has 


ever before been guilty of ſuch outrage and in- 


. no fret nition has ever before endured 
em. 


But have they confined theit rude and law- | 
leſs deportment to our merchantmen ?—Has the 


American honour received no deeper wound than 
that afflicted through our commerce aſſailed and 
unprotected? It has.—Upon the fecal of Mr. 
Monroe, a miniſter wiſe, patriotic and. reſpec- 


table, was ſent to F rance—Nced 1 repeat the 


E . . 


of the valedictory addreſs fr 


(14 ) 

mortifying diſgrace of his reception and diſmiſ- 

fion—Shall I call back the paintul remembrance, 
om Barras, the pre- 


ident of the Directory, to Monroe, who had been 


_difplaced for miſconduct and official miſrepreſen- 
_ rations and abuſes of his truſt ? A ſpeech fraught 


with the moſt ſupercilious contempt. for us and 


our government, with menace. and full blown 


arrogance; with a direct avowal of his belief 


(from whom he received it let Mr. Monroe anſwer). 


hat the American people were divided from, 


and at enmity with, their government Infamous 


idea! and falſe as infamous ! for which the cai- 
tiff that uttered it, and thoſe who ſchooled him, 


| ſhould be conſigned to the deteſtation of every 


honeſt American. Mr. Pinckney however was 
not accepted by the Supreme Directory, and we 


were denied the right of chooſing. our own mi- 
niſter — In this ſituation, ſo difficult, fo critical, 


and ſo mortifying to him as a man and as an 
American, he conducted himſelf with a dignity, 


a calmneſs, and prudence, that put to ſhame the 


rudeneſs of his reception, and even extorted ap- 


plauſe from the oppoſess of government in this 


country. But he was able to effect nothing. 


His powers were not ſufficient, or his perſon, or 


his politics were not agrecable—Molt people 


were now ſatisfied that it. was in vain to attempt 
to treat with this overbearing friend, that nego- 


ciation was a farce they were tired of playing, 


and treaties a kind of reſtraint they had long 


$ 


: opinion of Our Executive, although 1 belong — 


deſpiſed and diſregarded I believe this was the 


to 


i WA ͤ 
to his councils, and have not even 4 perſonal 
acquaintance with the Preſident. But to ſatisf 


thoſe who yet remained unſatisfied - to make it 


evident, beyond the poſſibility of contradiction, 
even by the moſt violent and the moſt vile, that 
nothing ſhould be left unattempted to cultivate 
peace and harmony with France, in 7 way COn- 
Hſtent with our national ' honour and indepen- 
dence, three commiſſioners were ſelected from 
different ſtates, whoſe talents, moderation, and 
_ patriotiſm, are unqueſtionable in their own coun- 
try, and fent by the Preſident with ample powers 
to meet, and, if poſſible, appeaſe this haughty 
and gigantic ally Our eyes 

towards them with anxious expeCtation—Long 


have we looked for the commencement of their 
negociations, and tidings of their ſucceſs: Thoſe - 


who cheriſhed the hope that France was not 


really reſolved on our deſtruction, have fondly 


believed there was nothing wanted but the com- 
munications of our commiſſioners to ſatisfy us 
all, of the friendly and honorable. intentions and 
diſpoſitions of our ally, They reproached the 
tardineſs of the winter that detained the joyful 
news—the invaluable communications, — Alas ! 
rhey have arrived: I would to God the light of 
Heaven had neyer ſhone on theſe new and mul- 


tiplied records of our diſhonour Week after 
week, and month after month, have theſe gen- 
tlemen been dancing at the heels of a ſcoundrel, 
whoſe ſoul is as deformed as his body, and whoſe 


body would long ſince have been conſigned to 
oblivion by his precious republicans, had he not 
_ , found. 


ave been long bent 


4 5 


Sand a refuge and protection in this country 


Who was fed, pampered, and courted by thoſe 
- whoſe ruin hs. now pants for—When we ſaw 
tis Biſhop of Autun, this Telleyrand Perigord, 
this miniſter of foreign relations, crawling along 
our ſtfeets. and regaling at our tables, could it 


have been believed he was the deſtined perſe- 


cutor of America, the future agent of inſult and 
Violence ?—Yes,—it. might have been believed, 
and let it be remembered. let it ſerve at once as 
* reproof and a check upon that incautiouſneſs, 


with which we ſo freely receive theſe fugitive 
foreigners, theſe wandering mendicants to our 


tables and our hearts. 


But to turn from this diſguſtful object, and re- 
turn to our commiſſioners. Their humiliation, the 
humiliation of our country has been in vain—the 
proſtrate ſuppliant has been ſpurned, the proffer 
of peace and friendſhip, rejected What remains? 


: Hear the manly. language of the Preſident in his 
. relative to theſe communications — 


e of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


The diſpatches, from the Enyoys Extraordi- X 


5 nary of the United States to the French Repub- 


lic, which were mentioned, in my meſſage, to 
both Houſes of Congreſs, of the fifth inſtant, have 


been examined and maturely conſidered. 


While 1 feel a ſatisfaction in informing you. 
that their exertions, for the adjuſtment of the 
differences, between the two nations, have been 


8 ſincere and unremitted, it is incumbent on me, 


to 


to declare, that I perceive no ground of expes. 
tation, that the objects of their miſſion; can be 
accompliſhed, on terms compatible with the 
ſafety, honor, or the eſſential intereſts of the 


. ts; 


This reſult cannot, with juſtice, be attributed 


to any want of moderation on the part of this 


* 


government, or to any indiſpoſition to forego 


ſecondary intereſts for the preſervation of Peace. 


Knowing it to be my duty, and believing it to 


be your wiſh, as well as that of the great body 
of the people, to avoid, by all reaſonable conceſ- 
ſions, any participation in the contentions of 
Europe, the powers veſted in our envoys were 
commenſurate. with a liberal and pacific policy, 
and that high confidence which might juſtly be 


repoſed in the abilities, patriotiſm, and integrity 


of the characters to whom the negociation was 


committed. After a eareful review of the whole 


ſubject, with the aid pf all the information I 
have received, I can diſcern nothing which could 


have inſured, or contributed to, ſucceſs, that 
has been omitted on my part, and nothing further 
which can be attempted, conſiſtently with maxims 
_ which our country has contended at every 
azard, and which conſtitute the baſis of our 
national ſoyereignty. 55 


Under theſe circumſtances I cannot forbear to 
reiterate the recommendations, which have been 


formerly made, and to exhort you, to adopt, with 
promptitude, deciſion, and unanimity, ſuch mea- 
ſures. as the ample reſources of the country af- 
ford, for the protection of our ſeafaring and com- 

MD mercial 


J 


_ owe 1 Hi , n =þ N „ 


. 


— * " * — n TE * ** 0 — my — 2 5 — 25 4 5 — 2 — — —— — 
— 9 —— — ee eee e een þ CI NE han es : * C — . — ramen — — i . 
= m4 WE AION a WIRE" 2 = r <> Wark I ES. and Rr Oe 2 — * 5 a — 5 — — — — — — — 
N „460 — 422 %4 —. — — — — — ” K ww wu —— — — : - 
— r * * 2 1 — ** —_— u ; 
" N | 
& 
t 


7 . v 
a ( Me. 6 - ) 


mereial citizens ; for the defence of any expoſed 
_ - Portions of our territory; for repleniſhing our 
Arſenals, eſtabliſhing Founderies and military 


manufactures; and to provide ſuch efficient re- 
venue as will be neceſſary to defray extraordi- 


nary expences, and ſupply the deficiencies which 
. . May be occaſioned by depredations on our com- 
_  Mexce. | | 


The preſent ſtate of things is ſo eſſentially 


| different from that in which inſtructions were 


given to collectors to reſtrain veſſels of the Unit- 
ed States from failing in an armed condition, 
that the principle on which thoſe orders were 
iſſued, has ceaſed to exiſt. I therefore deem it 

oper to inform Congreſs, that I no longer con- 


_ ceive myſelf juſtifiable in continuing them, unleſs 


in particular cafes, where there may be reaſonable 
ground of ſuſpicion that ſuch veſſels are intended 
to be employed contrary to law. | 

In all your proceedings it will be important 


| N to maniſeſt a zeal, vigor, and concert, in defence 
gf the national rights, proportioned to the danger 
with which they are threatened. 


2 4 JOHN ADAMS. 
- United States, F © 0 


; 19 March, 1798. 4 


Having ſtated enough of the motives, con- 
duct, and views of France, to ſatisfy every Ameri- 


Ty can intereſted for the ſafety and honour of his 
country, that ſhe is an inveterate, relentleſs, and 
. inſatiable, foe to our peace and proſperity ; that 


ſhe ſeeks to humble, divide, and deſtroy us, and 
| | that, 


a. S © 

that, of conſequence, every effort: of defence 
which the reſources of our country furniſh} 
mould be inſtantly and ſtrenuouſly exerted againſt 


her, I will, in the fame curſory manner, examine 


the character, conduct, and. views, of her great 
auxiliary, her real ally, the INTERNAL FacTion: 
that diſtracts the councils. and meafures of our 
Gn. 4 $51 

The great ſource of all our political evils and 
misfortunes, the fountain from which defama-- 
tion, falſehood, and ſedition, have fo plenteouſſy 
flowed, is the facility with. which foreigners ac- 
quire the full and perfect rights of citizenſhip=-- 
Many of them, driven from their native and by 


the dread of offended laws, the exigencies f 


pinching want, or the impatience of ambitious 
inſigniſicance, have directed their courſe to this 
country, invited by the wide range which our 
political commons offered to their hopes of dif-: 


tinction and the reſtleſſneſs of their talents. Hav | 


ing been long confined. within the limits of an” 
active and vigilant police, and under the re- 
ſtraints of energetic government, they break 
looſe with unbounded licence, and, in ſhaking 
off the ſhackles of their former condition, ſpurn 
at the moſt wholeſome ſubordination— Any go- 
vernment and all laws are now too tyrannical 
for, theſe new- born ſons of liberty Their free 
ſpirits, can ſuffer no reſtraint They conſider the 
bolts and bars that ſecure their neighbour's pro- 


perty, the fence that encloſes. his land, and the 


very walls that form his houſe, as encroachments 


upon their natural: rights, as a ꝑroſtration of 
LibER TY and Equality, | 


With 
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With fuch reaſons. for emigration, and ſuch 
e diſpoſitions, it may ſafely be aſſerted, 
that, generally ſpeaking, none but the moſt vile 
and worthleſs, none but the idle arid diſcontented; 
the diſorderly and the wicked, have been inun- 
dated upon us from Europe. The. induſtrious 
mechanic who comes here to find a more ample 
employment for his labour, and exerciſe for his 


ſkill, —the merchant who tranſports. with him 
ſelf all his ſtock in trade and all his hopes of 


wealth and ſucceſs—The man of ſcience who 


fits himſelf quietly down in the contemplation of 
his ſtudies, or the diffuſion of his knowledge, 1 
greet as brothers; and would encourage as Ame 
Ficans. They will have an intereſt in our happi- 
neſs, becauſe. their own. depends upon it. they 
will, ftruggle for our preſervation, becauſe we 
muſt periſh together. But the abandoned va- 
— who is deſtitute. of all the arts of induſ- 
try, Who comes here in ſearch of political prefer- 
t, and ſtrikes at his object by vilifying 
= government we have made with the beſt 
- talents and patriotiſm of our country, and the ad- 
miniſtration we have choſen by the free ſuffrage 
of the people; who clamours about the rights of 
property, without poſſeſſing a ſhilling, and runs 
_ about Liberty, without underſtanding what 
it means; who would correct the danger of the 
times by exciting rebellion; who would com- 
poſe the diſtraction of the People by univerſal 
confuſion, and teach them their intereſts by the 
introduction of treaſon and diſtruſt—this is the 
A ch and thouſands 10 ſuch wretches are among 
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who ſhould be viewed with horror and 


n with indignation, who, if not ſoon driven 
from all influence in our affairs, may enflame 
and corrupt the whole maſs of the people. We 
hold our liberties and government, we hold that 
independence which has been ſeized through 
difficulty and danger, and purchaſed with the 
lives of our fathers, the beſt blood of our-coun- 
try, at a cheap, a vile price indeed, when it is 
ſhared with an infamous vagrant, if he will con- 
deſcend to reſide but a few months among us, 
although he is employed this time in debaſing 
our country, violating our government, and vi- 
lifying, with rancour and falfehood, thoſe whoſe 
ſervices and virtues we have been taught to re- 
ſpect, and whoſe perſons we love This is the 


price of Citizenſhip—Fhis the rate at which we 


value our dignity and importance as a nation 


Let it be recollected that this ſpecies of Foreig- 


ners are flowing rapidly in upon us Thoſe that 
yet remain behind will be encouraged by the 
ſucceſs, and haſtened by the exhortations of thoſe 
that are here. At length the adminiſtration of 
our government, and che enacting of our laws 
will be wreſted from our hands, and we ſhall 


become the dependents on thoſe whom our cha- 


rity now ſupports—our generoſity protects, and 
our eaſy confidence ſtrengthens and arms for our 
deſtruction. If ſome check is not applied to 
their enormous and growing influence, the day 
of their triumph is not far diſtant The time 
approaches when the American knee ſhall bend 
before che foot- ſtool of 2888 and the dear- 
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eſt rights and intereſts of our country await on 
their nod. I doubt not there is, at this moment 


at leaſt, fifteen or twenty thouſand, probably many 
more, naturalized Frenchmen in this country, who 


Z are uſing and confuſing the United States for mere 
temporary and interefted views, and who will de- 


rt or remain, as the change of times and cir- 


cumſtances ſhall render moſt convenient or profit- 
able. If there be this number of Frenchmen, 


while the hoſts of emigrants from other nations, 
with views more dangerous and wicked than thoſe 


: ſtated, are almoſt innumerable, what has not our 


country to fear ? ; 
It is notorious that the bulk of the oppoſition 


to our government, and far the greater part of 
the domeſtic faction that rages among us, is com- 


poſed of theſe fortune - hunting foreigners. Their 


* principles ſpread like the leaven of unrighteouſ- 
neſs; the weak, the ignorant, and the netdy, are 


thrown into a ferment, and corruption threatens 
the whole maſs . Turbulence and diſquiet rea- 


dily communicate their uneaſineſs, and thou- 
ſands are betrayed in honeſt ſimplicity.—** He 


that contradicts eſtabliſhed truths will always 
have an audience; he that vilifies eſtabliſhed au- 


_ thority will always find abettors.“ — The impor- 
tant criſis of the times; the aſtoniſhing and rapid 
events that have agitated the minds of mankind, 
and conyulſed all Europe to its center; the un- 


ſettled revolutionary ſtate of things in a great 
art of the world; the danger and uncertainty 


: — our ficuation; 2 the difficulty of ſelf- preſer- | 


vation even with our beſt efforts—while they 


me *. 


( 

ment, afford theſe diſciples of rebellion and con- 

fuſion an unuſual collection of political topics; 

on which to excite hope, to aſtoniſh fear, to 

allure ambition and avarice, to alarm ſuſpicion, 

and encourage diſcontent—It is well known they 

have not neglected their advantages; and their 

fucceſs muſt have ſurpaſſed their hopes: The 
indolence 4nd inactivity of thoſe who deprecate 

their meaſures; and ought to be their oppoſers, 

have given a confidence to their exertions; and 

a ſplendor to their triumphs; that ſhould make 
every American bluſh at his criminal ſupineneſs 
tremble when he reflects on its conſequences, 
and reſolve to ſave his country while yet 1t is not | 
too late—Let us no longer be ſatisfied with offer- | 
ing lazy and fruitleſs wiſhes for the ſafety of our 
government, while it is ſtruggling in the deadly 

gripe of faction, and ſinking under the activity 

and perſeverance of the foe To refuſe to arreſt 

the arm that aims a deadly blow is not perhaps to 
become a murderer; but the difference between 

the man that ſtrikes and he that permits it, is not 
worth contending about. When our country is 
betrayed and deſolated, ſhall we confole ourſelves 

with believing that we are not the traitors, or 

ſhall we ſink under the horrid conſciouſneſs, 

that we. ſaw her falling and withheld our fu 

port, that ſhe was torn before our eyes by the 

hands of ruffians, and we were patient ſpe@ators 

of her ſufferings, that ſhe cried for help, and no 

help was nigh—We ſhall recolle& in ſhame and 
confuſion, that we have been acceſſary to her 

ruin, ard that an effort would have faved what 

N | is 
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is gone for ever Let the friends of government 


act with conſiſtency, ſyſtem, and unanimity ; let 
them feel and exerciſe the ſtrength and influence 


they really poſſeſs; let them imitate their adver- 
faries in the concert of their meaſures, the ar- 
dour of their ſpirits, and the perſeverance of their 


exertions Let them come forward in the dignity 


of ſuperior virtue, and the confidence of irre ſiſti- 


ble ſtrength, and the victory muſt be decidedly 
their own But if their vis inertiæ is immoveable, 
if no conſiderations of honour, ſafety, or pa- 


triotiſm can arouſe them from the drowſy lethargy 


that conſumes them, we are loſt indeed, and 


a diſmal and melancholy proſpect is preſented 


to ourſelves,, our children, and our country; 


and the ſooner we are wrapt in ruin, the better. 
Anxiety will then ceaſe, and all apprehenſion and 


care be loſt in the boſom of deſpair,—We ſhall 
then be wretched, undiſturbed by hope; and con- 


temptible, without the uneaſineſs of pride—Hav- 
ing loſt all character we may be careleſs of 
our conduct, and being: diſmantled of all property, 


we ſhall have no concern about our eftates— 


Heaven avert the day, but my ſoul ſhudders to 
contemplate it: "Is x © 
„ Por now we ſtand as one upon a rock, 
« Environ'd with a wildernels of ſea, | | 
- «© Who marks the waxing tide grow, wave by wave, 
«« Expecting ever when ſome envious ſurge - 
« Will in his briniſh bowels ſwallow him.“ Rd 


But if unerring vengeance is a comfort to the in- 


jured, we ſhall not be comfortleſs Go on helliſh 


faction Let your deſires expand their wideſt wings, 
oy | | {oar 
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foar high, and ſpread damps and darkneſs upon us 
—Be bloated with ſucceſs, and let your gorged 
ſtomachs burſt with blood Even in your proſ- 
perity you ſhall meet with puniſhment, and the 
very ſucceſs of your crimes ſhall be their ave 
Read this awful leſſon to the wicked, let it 


deep into your ante and Ser the ren of 
e e a 


. But in theſe caſas, f 
We ſtill have judgment here, that we but teach © 
«« Bloody inflrudions 3 ; which being taught, return 
«« To plague the inventor. | Even-handed juſtice” 


Returns the ene of our poiſon'd chalice 
« 'To our own lips.”—— 


But 1 hope and truſt in God the hour of deſpair 
is not yet arrived. There is a ſpirit in the 
American people -that diſdains. diſhonourable ſub- 


miſſion, and will reſent unprovoked inſult, The 
cauſe of order and good government. 1s daily ad- 
SS 18 ſpreading, and 


virtue ſeals the work—Error is rapidly dimitiſh- 


vancing—The influence o 


ing by conviction, and falſchood by detection. 
The American people are awaking from flumbers 
of inſecurity and dreams of deceptions, and rally 
round their government Our antagoniſts meet 
with few proſelytes in this country, while the moſt 
reſpectable of their adherents conſtantly drop off 
They depend for recruits on the annual ſupplies of 
imported patriots which they receive from En gland 
Ireland, and Scotland—They watch eagerly WS 
the wharts for the gangs of diſcontented and fac- 
nous emigrants, that flock in from all parts of 


& © 


the world, and catch them eagerly to their frater- 
nal | 


1 


| (C26) | 
nal embraces; leſt the firſt ſentiment imbibed of 
touching our ſhore ſhould be a ſentiment of order 
and. ſubordination—They look for the ſpring and 
fall veſſels with the ſame anxious impatience with 
Which the Spaniard waits for the arrival of his 
1 9 5 
ws > * oppoſition to 3 has in all coun- 
| tries, ever been remarkable for zeal, activity, and 
perſeverance. A conviction af one falſehood - 
does not abaſh them from the experiment of a 
ſecond; defeat but. ſtimulates enterprize, and 
1 . difficulty gives ſtubbornneſs to perſeverance.— 
1 e Animated under the name of zeal by the natu- 
1 ral malignity of the mean againſt the great, con- 
9 | ſeious that no change in the ftate of things can 
alter their condition for the worſe;—can make 
1 them more wretched or mote contemptible than 
1 they are, nothing can damp the ardour of their 
1 eeexertions, or depreſs the extravagance of their 
| hopes Perhaps theſe characteriſtics were never 
maore ſtrongly marked than in the conduct of 
= the Levellers in this country—Mere miſrepreſen- 
— tation is too weak an engine of deception for the 
5 malignity of their malice, and the wickedneſs of 
i their views—Simply to cenſure and reproach go- 
14 bvernment is beneath the haughtineſs of their de- 
=_ ſigns Private reputation is attacked with the 
iq maſoſt virulent defamation, as ec baſeleſs as the fa- 
TY bric of a viſion,” —a lie is thrown into the world; 
1 . although confutation treads on its heels; crimi- 
4 nal accuſations are boldly ventured, although the 
inet moment expoſes their falſchood—Even the 
5; * acts of the government, the votes of the 
| legiſlature, 
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legiſlature, notorious and unequivocal as they 

are, undergo ſome diſtortion under the preſs of 

the Aurora, and are miſrepreſented or belied. 

And theſe things have their uſe—Some poor 

ignorant creature is caught in the net, 'and the 

means of diſentanglement may never reach him: 

And if this ſhould not be the caſe, if now and 

then a ſhaft is ſhot in vain, they heed it not— 
_— Their ſtock is not greatly diminiſhed, the ſource 

of ſlander is never exhauſted, and their induſtry is 

not diſcouraged. In a valuable work, entitled 

j Athenian Letters, it is ſaid, © at Athens the 

iſtrates are diſtinguiſhed more by being vi- 

rakes abuſed than by any mark of authority. 

Is not this moſt emphatically and moſt lamenta- i | 

bly the caſe in the United States? While the | y 

conſtitution has wiſely and effectually given the 1 

people every ſecurity againſt their "officers, ſo 

that even the moſt perfidious and profligate can 

hardly do much miſchief: without detection and 

puniſhment, the laws afford the ' moſt 'virtuous, ö 

wiſe, and faithful in the diſcharge of their public A 

truſts, no ſpecial protection againſt the moſt vile 

and abandoned defamation. Surely while the 

miſconduct of public officers is open to public 

inveſtigation and cenſure, the wretch that abuſes 

this privilege, to pull down and diſgrace the vigi- 

lant and faithful, to violate the ſanCtuary of pri- 

vate character, and proſtrate the peace and hap- 

pineſs of innocence and worth, ſnhould be given 

dver to ſome dreadful puniſhment, ſome ſignal 

vengeance, —Even WaSHinGToN, the nobleſt 

fabric of —— * ever came from the 
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_ hands of the creator even his name, faireſt on the 
liſt of mortals, the ornament and ſaviour of his 
country, has not withered the tongue of ſlander, or 
abaſhed the half-averted eye of enyy But the at- 
'tack ſerved only to expoſe the rancorous malignity 
- of the foe. He ſtands kke a column, fixed in the 
center of the earth; againſt which the ſtorm beats 
in vaim and whoſe adamantine poliſh reſiſts even 
the point of the chiſſel e can neither be moved 
e e wP 1 
{ * To ſuch a pitch has political defamation ar- 


'  pived in this country, that to give a man an 


office is to ſet him up as a mark for every bad- 
man to {pit at When his appointment is pub- 
liſhed, it is the notice and ſignal of ettack— Tor- 
rents of abuſe pour in from all quarters, and hun- 
dreds contribute their aid who know nothing 
about the man or his conduct Modeſt merit 
ſhrinks from ſituations ſo expoſed, and few men 
feel reſolute enough in their own integrity to 
brave ſuch, filthy dangers. This is a part of the 
ſyſtem of Jacobiſiſim in this country, to drive 
all good men and every friend of the govern- 
ment from the adminiſtration, that every thing 
may lie open to the ravage of its enemies When 
it was in contemplation ro raiſe the ſalaries of ſome 
gf the officers of government, a famous leader 
of the oppoſition in Congreſs, had the unprinci- 
pled effrontery to declare No, we will not give 
3 ſingle farching; we will, if poſſible, take from 
them what they have, until they ſhall be far ved 
gut of office ; and when we get our own men 


* 


o, weo will new that we know how to pay 
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them. This is the regard which a Facobiri has 


for an oath of office—this is the purity and im- 
Partiality with which they diſcharge their public 
' truſts, and a ſpecimen of the patriotiſm and juſ- 
tice of the motives which direct their votes on 
public meaſures. - 2 
While the individuals attached to, and concern- 
ed in, the adminiſtration of the government, are 
inceſſantly aſſailed by all the efforts of inveterate 
malice and grovelling envy, the government itſelf 
ſhares in the honour which the enmity of ſuch 
foes affords. The outcry is firſt raiſed by ſome 
purſe-hunting villain, ſome diſgraced fugitive, 


or, it may be, ſome infamous convict; who has 


eluded the care of his keepers, and eſcaped the 
ſtroke of juſtice. The alarm is caught by the 
weak, and ſpread by the foohſh. Terror ſeizes 
on all ranks, and men carry fearful faces, with- 
out any preciſe idea of the danger they dread, 
Conſternation is a contagious diſeaſe, and none 
eſcape but the few, the very few who are wiſe 


enough to think for themſelves, and reſolute 


enough to truſt their own deciſions. One fran- 


tic madman may brawl IR RI at midnight, and 


diſturb the peace and fears of a whole city— 
one furious Jacobin, alarm a whole country 


with ridiculous fears of the government. Bold- 


neſs of aſſertion, and vigour of attack, hurry 


with them numbers who will not ſtand to in- 
quire whether the one be not falſe, and the other 


CE (( be 
Believe me, Americans, the object of this 


faction is not to correct che abuſes of govern- 
| =” 1 


i 


/ 


( 39 ) 
ment or defend your liberties: Your govern- 
ment deſpiſes ſuch monitors, and you need no 


ſuch defenders.} They imagine and fabricate 
abuſes that they may appear as the watchmen 


| of your lüberties they roar about encroach- 
ments on your rights, that they may be looked up 
td as their guardians and vindicators but al- 


ſuch a happy ſtate of os ; but, when a coun- 


though they would deceive you, they are not 


themſelves deceived=—they feel the vileneſs of 
their conduct, they underſtand the tendency of 
their meaſures, and the darkneſs of their views. 
Ik is the overthrow of your government and 
conſtitution, It is the diforder and ruin of your 
country, it is your annihilation as a nation, they 
ſeek; Their object cannot be miſtaken—a de- 
ceptive ſueceſs that allures them to their fall, 


has ſo emboldened their effrontery, that, in the 


extravagant riot of democratic triumph, the 


maſk ſometimes tumbles from their viſages, and 


expoſes their horrid deformity. { Their object is 


: the ſame with that of che midnizht-rufftan, who 
' fires a city that he may plunder in the midſt of 


the conflagration, and. rob the poor creatures of 


that little which the flames might ſpare. They 
Excite. general tumult and diftreſs to fatten on 
the miſerable, ſeize: on their deſerted poſſeſſions, 
and wallow in their weelth. In times of peace 
and general proſperity, induſtry and honeſty are 


the ſureſt means of acquiring property, and pro- 
perty thus acquired may be enjoyed in ſecurity: 
Fraud, however vigilant, and rapine, however re- 
ſolute, find few opportunities of enterpeze. in 


try 
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ery is thrown into diſorder, and confulion, hen 
the minds of men are diſtracted with great 
events and great dangers, when the peaceful are 
driven from their walks of retirement, and the 
induſtrious from their courſe of labor, when the 
care of private n and an attention to 
ſelfiſh intereſts are rbed in the fate and exiſt- 
ence of the whole nation, then is it that a rich 
harveſt riſes to the hopes of the freebooter, and 
unbounded ſcenes of ſucceſs are opened. Then 
without fear he riots in ill-gotten poſſeſſions, 
wreſts from the hands of honeſty the accumula- 
ted profits of years of labour, Fee where he has 
not fown, and ſpreads _ univerſal devaſtation. 
Americans! truft not ſuch wretches; when th 
tell you they ſcek the honor and ſafety of your | 
country, and the ſecurity of your rights, it is to 
difgrace and proftrate the one, and annihilate 
the other, they ſtrive with e exertion. 
As the hatred and attacks of the faction are 
againſt the government and its adminiſtration, 
our proſperity, in any ſhape, muſt increaſe their 
rage and f inaſmuch as jt ſtrength- 
ens that governm and gives confidence to 
that edn ler Whether prudence and 
weakneſs require ſubmiſſion to foreign inſult 
and rapine, or whether honor and ſafety call 
loudly on us to repel unprovoked inſolence and 
defend unalienable rights, are queſtions they 
never diſcuſs, and are entirely beſide their pur- 
ſuit. A diſgraceful peace, or 'a diſaſtrous war, 
will equally gratify their wiſhes; while to be 
ſecure and honorable in the one, or ſucceſsful 
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1 10 the other, will blaſt their projects againſt the 


government, and diſappoint their hopes of ſe- 


Parating it from the people. To obſtruct the 


meaſures of government, in order to produce 


miſcarxiage, to drive it into expedients that pro- 
miſe diſgrace, and cripple the hands of the ad; 
miniſtration, that they may afterwards expoſe 


Its weakneſs, are the ſteady purpoſes to which 


every wiſh, every enquiry, and every exertion, 


of this infernal faction are unremittingly bent, 
Some ſiniſtrous accident, ſome unforeſeen miſ- 
fortune, under which the wiſeſt and ſtrongeſt 


might fall, would be a joyful triumph; our 


complete overthrow, their wiſh'd-for victory. 


To embarraſs every ſyſtem of defence, to inti- 


midate and yilify all who oppoſe unconditional 


' ſubmiſſion to France, and even to betray thoſe 
| conſels which might lead to ſucceſs, are the 


outlines of the duty which theſe wretches pro- 
fels to owe to their country—are the means by 


Which they would juſtify our rights and ſecure 


our liberties, Our enemies and our dangers - 


are now before ore: Of ple upon us, and 


every hour is precious, the great queſtion | 


then be rey anſwered—wHAT 18 TO BI 


ſtorm approaches towards all, let 
all then prepare to repel it; the ruin will be 
common, common be the defence. In a ſituation 
ſo alarming, a ſituation which comes unexpect- 


| edly on many, though by many it has been long 


foreſeen, the public mind will neceſſarily be dif. 


| tracted, ſome variety of opinion will prevail 
even among our friends, But there is no time 


ta 
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to heſitate; we muſt decide and we muſt act TR 


quickly; or. deciſion and action will be vain, 
Let us ſeize on the meaſures that are moſt ener- 
getic and moſt effective Some talk of an EM 
BaRGo—What is this but a weak confeſſion of 
cowardice—a paltry and momentary refuge from 
danger—a flothful and ineffectual meaſure of 
defence, an indiſcriminate ſtroke of diftrefs at 
friend and foe, citizen and foreigner, rich and 

r; a- plentiful ſource of diſcontent and re- 

lion, As idleneſs and diſtreſs are the moſt pro- 


ductive roots of. miſchief and erimes, we ſhall 


become the prey of each other, and the poor 


being thrown out of all employment and ra- 


ging for bread, will deſpoil their more wealthy 
neighbours of their ſurplus. The produce of 


the farmer will rot in his barns-—The mechanic 
will drop his uſeleſs implements, and induſtry 


ſicken with floth—The American ſtrength will 
become enfeebled and relaxed—Cloſely. confined 
at home, and eating and drinking in idleneſs, 
we ſhall ſink into a ftate of ſickly torpor, 'and 
languiſhing diſcaſe— Ruin will be the inevita- 


ble conſequence of ſuch a ſtate: We ſhall ſoon 
witneſs, and with: a morbid indifference too, a 


proſtration of our inde 2 ſpirit, a mean 
and habitual ſervility of diſpoſition, an averſion 
to action and exertion; and, in ſhort, all the diſ- 
eaſes by which indolence and ſloth can /deſtroy 
the natural body, as well as conſume the political 
We ſhall die in diſhonour and rot in infamy— 
If we ſhould ever dare to crawl out again from 


pur ſkulking holes, it will be with the feeble, 
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tottering ſteps of a man juſt emerging from years 


of cloſe confinement, without wholſeſome air, 
exerciſe, or diet We ſhall be daily n 


about our ſtreets with a vacant countenance an 


Jounging ſtride — Not even the queſtion of 
cc hat news?” will be heard; for we ſhall be 
ſtruck from the liſts of nds Berens 2 blank; 
be concerned about nothing that paſſes in the 
world, nor:have one friend to be concerned for 
us or our fate All | bufinefs being at an end, 
we fhall-have nothing to do, but eat, drink, ſleep, 
and moulder in ſloth and idleneſs Every arm 
unnerved, Every mental talent dormant: Like 
thoſe unhappy lands of fiction, where the bane- 
ful wand of ſome malicious magician, has wrapt 
the people in an everlaſting fleep, and fixed 
them in impenetrable marble, The noify hum 


of induſtry will be no more heard among us 


the hammer will reſt on the anvil, and the axe lie 


ruſting in the earth Commerce being aſſaſſi- 


nated at a blow, the revenues and reſources 
that ſpring from her will fail at once Taxes 


the moſt odious and oppreſſive muſt then be 


reſorted to, to ſupply the current expences of the 
government; while the means. of paying any 


tax muste rrt, in any Fun, ſhape, are entirely 
| cut off. 


Some tall af rreating—With hora © With 
lawleſs barbarians, who murder the innocent 
and enſlave the free? With inſatiable e 
who plunder alike from the rich and the p 


from the enemy and the ally? W hoſe Siken 


js 4 * Rik of univerſal — IE exi- 
ſtence 


tak 


ſtence is ſup 1 by blood, and who conſidef 
the breach of treaties as a national right, and an 
excellence in perfidy as a national virtue. Tes, 
unhappy America! thou haſt in thy boſom, 
ever in the boſom of thy councils, ſome, who, 
if Buonaparte, that prince of highway- men, 
ſhould. plant his blood- ſtained ftandard in the 
center of the hall of Congreſs, would be timid ; 
enough to talk of treating under his banners— 8 
ſome, who would be vile enough to propoſe 
ſubmiſſion, perhaps, to hail him with a welcome 
Americans | diſregard, deſpiſe, - ſpurn at the 

councils of ſuch AS 83 of the great 

character you have earned by your virtues, your 
conſtancy in difficulty, and your courage in dan- 
ger—ARM and defend yourſelves, while you 

have yet ſomething to be defended. ' But arma- 

ment will lead to open war—Be it ſo, and we 

mall then know on what ground we ſtand: 

We can then regulate the war in ſome meaſure, _ 

fo as beft to ſuit our ſituation and intereſts z s 
whereas now we are its helpleſs, undefended 

victims. By arming our merchantmen and fur- 

niſhing ſuch convoys as we may be able to pro- 

vide, we ſhall at leaſt fave ſome of our com- 

merce, we ſhall at leaſt be protected from thoſe | 

paltry piccaroons and privateers which have 

been the chief depredators on our trade. We 

mall not have the mortification to ſee: our pro- 

perty torn away, and our ruin effected by a 

force we deſpiſe—If we are deſtined to fall, let 

it be with the exertion and ſpirit of men; let 

us not become deſpicable. it we are to be un- 

„ | fortunate 
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fortunate 3 let not the ſneers of contempt can 
ker the wounds of misfortune. Since the ſtrong- 
eſt deſire of peace, evinced by the moſt unequi- 
vocal proofs, witneſſed by the moſt unexampled 
patience, has not been able to preſerve us in ſe- 
curity, we muſt prepare to meet war with for- 
titude and energy. Whether we will be at war 
of at peace, is a queſtion we have not been per- 
mitted to decide ; the French have decided it for 
us. Can we be ſo infatuated as to believe we are 
now in a ſtate of peace? No We are in a ſtate 
of war, of war of the worſt kind; of a war of 
attack without a defence ; of a war that is gra- 
dually waſting our wealth, exhauſting our ſtrength, 
and treacheroufly ſowing diviſions and jealouſies 
among us; a war of diſhonour, inſolence, and ra- 
pine, ſubmitted to without reſentment or repul- 
fion ; nay, with ſhameleſs tameneſs and apathy. 
We make apologies for our aggreſſors, which they 
are aſhamed to make for themſelves ; we ſeek ex- 
lanations which they reje& with ſcorn, we offer 
Kumiliating terms of conciliation which they ſpurn 
at with contempt ; we cheriſh hopes of reforma- 
tion which their growing outrage renders ridicu- 
lous. As we are in a ſtate of actual war, ſo we 
are labouring under the enormous expence of a 
war of the kind deſcribed. Are the millions that 
annually paſs under the mockery of trial and ad- 
judication in French courts, no expence “? Are 


d by well meaning people too, againſt our taking any mea- 
Goes of ſelf preſervation. Shall we be deſtroyed, becauſe 
we will not incur the expence of defence. For my own part, 


iſt i 


It is aſtoniſhing to hear the expence of war ſo often urged, 


6 


e numbers of poor Americans, the ruined crews 
condemned veſſels, the living witneſſes of our 
/ puſillanimity and ſhame, ſmarting under the ty- 
ranny of French diſcipline, and wandering and pe- 
riſhing through their iſlamls in abject want, no loſs 
to our country? Is there no evidence that at this 
moment we ſuffer all that we can ſuffer from the 
moſt unfortunate war, and infinitely more than we 
need expect from a regular and energetic em of 
defence t Is the daily and increaſing ruin of our 
merchants, who drop off one by one in calamitous 
ſucceſſion, ſinking from opulence to beggary; are 
the goals, crouded with hundreds Who were de- 
pendent on the proſperity of thoſe merchants, no 
evidences that a deadly effort is exerted againſt us. 
Yes, they are melancholy proofs: It is true there 
is a great proportion of our citizens whom theſe 
calamities have not yet reached, but they approach 
with rapid ſtep ; they pervade the whole country 
with a certain and unimpeded progreſs. The war 
waged on us by France js. not merely and event- 
ually a war of depredation, although its external 
appearanee at this time beſpeaks it ſuch.—It is 
alſo a war of conqueſt, and they are at this mo- 


if it be neceſſary, I mould give one Ralf of all 1 Have to 
fave the other; I ſhalt not heſitate to do fo. If more be re- 
quiſite, more ſhall be given; and if, finally, I muff give up 
all to preſerve my life and liberty, it ſhall be freely given. 
The true wealth of a nation conſiſts of its independence and 
ſecurity ; and not in accumulating gold to lie in uſeleſs heaps, 
or enrich the triumph of a ſavage conqueror.—At a time 
when half the world is racked in fire convulſions, when im- 
menſe countries are deſolated, and powerful nations extirpated, 


if we eſcape with expence only, u we may deem ourſelves very 
fortunate. | | 
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ment over-running us with intrigue, artifice and 
faction, as rapidly, as deſtructively, and almoſt as 
f as they did Germany with their arms. 


Come then, my countrymen, let us at once lift 


the ſhield of defence, and ſwear to ſtand or fall by 
_ zuſtice and our ſacred rights. They were bought 
with blood and danger; and in danger they muſt 
be aſſerted and protected with blood. To heſitate, 
is to be loſt, is to engender fear and diſtruſt, and 
animate the foe; a further indulgence in caſe and 
indolence, a longer acquieſcence under unexam- 


pled tyranny and inſolence may be fatal, It will 
debaſe the national character ; train us to the man- 
ners and habits of ſlaves; proſtrate every manly, 
generous, and independent fentiment, and render 


us familiar with ſubjection. When the human 


mind is once contaminated with the habits of mean- 
neſs and ſervility. When its dignity is loſt and its 


energy deſtroyed, when it has been long taught to 


view a foreign nation, or a domeſtic deſpot, as the 


ſupreme arbiter of its fate, and guide of its actions, 


whoſe mandates are irreſtible, and whoſe vengeance 


would be fatal, it at length ſinks into a ſtupid ac- 


quieſcence in its condition, and implicitly adopts 


the enervating, the baſe, the deplorable helief, that 


the eyil is without remedy, that every effort againſt 
oppreſſion would be vain, and reſiſtance but ad 


to calamity. The ſpirit of freedom once extinct 
can ſeldom be re-animated. Thus it is that mil- 


lions upon millions of men are ruled and driven 
with a rod of iron, often wielded by the hand of 
impotence. Thus it is that ſome petty tyrant, 
ſtrong in nothing but cruelty, powerful only . the 

ears 


as) 


fears and debaſement of the herd he laſhes, RY 
ples upon hoſts of men, either of whom, if con- 
{cious of his ſtrength, could ftrike the vile caitiff 
to the earth, and offer his heart an acceptable ſa- 
crifice to Liberty. How is it that a child with a 
broken reed ſhall drive before him an hundred 
oxen, and make them tremble at his voice ? Is it 
becauſe his ſtrength is irreſiſtible, and their ſub- 
million of neceſſity? No—it is becauſe they have 
been reared in the habits of ſubjection, have never 
known the importance of their own power, or the 
weakneſs of their adverſary ; they have been uſed 
to crouch when their maſter ſtormed, and patiently 
receive the laſh, as a puniſhment for diſobedience, 
or a gratification to bis cruelty or caprice. So, 
Americans, will it be with you, if you once ad- 
mit a foreign maſter, and ſurrender your rights and 
your ſtrength into his hands. Let us riſe with one 
voice, with one heart, and with united exertion, 
to avert this dreadful event. Confident in the juſ- 
tice and truth of our cauſe, we haye been careleſs 
about defending it : F eeling the purity « of our pa- 
triotiſm, we have ſuffered it to ſleep in dull 1 in- 
activity: Conſcious that wwe would not injure our 

country, we have not been ſuſpicious enough of 
others, and have not yet come * in her de- 
fence, becauſe blind to the danger. Our dullneſs 
and inactivity has indeed been aſtoniſhing ; while 
our country 1s torn with foes within and without, 
while foreigners at home-and abroad bully our go- 
vernment with inſolent language and menacing 
conduct, embarraſſing every wholeſome meaſure, 
and diſtracting the minds of the People with ground- | 
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leſs jealouſy and ſeditious diſcontent, vilifying thoſe 
whom we ought to honour, and falſely accuſing _ 


' thoſe who deſerve our truſt, the American fits ſtill, 


gazing at the fatal ſcene in ſtupid indifference or 
inactive commiſeration. He fits at eaſe at home, 
wiſhing well to his country, and reproaching thoſe 
who would injure her, and is utterly unconſcious 
or regardleſs of the ſtorm that gathers to-rouſe him 


from his lethargy, © like a rattling peal of thun- 
der,“ and awake him to all the horrors of ſudden 


ruin, Some purſue their uſual avocation of gain 
with as much gaity and eagerneſs as if their coun- 
try was in a ſtate of profound ſecurity and unin- 
terrupted proſperity.— They add heap to heap re- 
Joicing in the fruits of their labour, and reflect 
not that their honeſt earning may be ſcattered by 


the hands of ruffians ; that they cannot be ſafe 


while their country is in danger, Rouſe, then, 


from this difgraceful and fatal indolence, Let every 
friend of his country come forth and ſhew himſelf 
in this, the hour of danger, Let every ſelfiſh pur- 


ſuit, every ſordid view, be for a while ſuſpended or 
forgot, and every exertion be vigorouſly and ſolely 
bent to the public weal, the preſervation: of ↄur 


country. Let the American Spirit ſtand forth in 


its native dignity and ſtrength, and let it be ſeen 


that it oa IS. NOT DEAD BUT SLEEPETH.”” 
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